February 23, 2010

CONCERN AFTER IRAN
“WARHEAD” REPORT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, one of the biggest problems facing
the Middle East and the entire world is
the nuclear development program that
Iran is involved in right now.

The International Atomic Energy
Agency in just the last few days has
said that Iran is probably developing a
nuclear warhead that they could use at
some point in the future as their nu-
clear development program continues
to expand. They have 3,000 or 4,000 cen-
trifuges over there refining weapons-
grade nuclear material right now.

The reason this is important is be-
cause it not only affects the United
States and our capability to provide
energy for this country that will be
very important for our economy down
the road, but our biggest ally and
friend in the entire Middle East is
Israel, and Israel right now does not
yet have the capability to hit a major
underground nuclear development site
that may be developing a nuclear war-
head that could destroy Tel-Aviv, could
destroy much of Israel and kill mil-
lions of Israelis who are friends of ours
and great allies.

It is extremely important that this
administration do everything they can
to support the Government of Israel in
order to make sure that they have the
capability and the ability to stop Iran’s
nuclear development program when it
starts to imperil and jeopardize the en-
tire Middle East.

Our energy sources that come from
there, maybe 35 percent of our entire
energy is dependent on the Middle
East. If we have a conflagration over
there, it is really going to hurt us, but
it will hurt our great ally Israel even
more. That is why we need to tell
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
that we support him, and we are going
to give him the material and the equip-
ment necessary to deal with Iran
should they continue down this path,
and that means the bunker busting
bombs that will be able to go down 50,
75, 100 feet underground or maybe 150
feet into a mountainside to knock out
a nuclear development program if it
imperils the existence of Israel or
threatens the entire Middle East.

I can’t stress how important this is.
The leader of Iran, Mr. Ahmadinejad,
has said numerous times that he wants
to see Israel wiped off the face of the
Earth. They are developing a nuclear
weapons program, and now the IAEA is
saying that they are developing a nu-
clear warhead that will be able to
strike should they be able to use their
missile program. So we have to pay
real attention to what is going on over
there and give Israel the ability to do
what is necessary, and we should sup-
port them in every way possible. If we
don’t do that, we are going to rue the
day that they finish that nuclear devel-
opment program in Iran.
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Bibi Netanyahu is going to be here
before too long speaking here in the
United States. I hope that the Presi-
dent will reach out to him and say, We
are going to give you all the tools nec-
essary to be able to stop the nuclear
risk that Iran poses over there if we
have to do it. The United States and
President Obama should work with Mr.
Netanyahu to make sure that we get
that job done. We certainly don’t need
a terrorist state like Iran developing a
nuclear weapons program with a deliv-
ery system that could deliver a nuclear
warhead.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 56 minutes.

(Mr. POE of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
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CORPORAL DUSTIN LEE
MEMORIAL ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I have in-
troduced H.R. 4631. The text is ‘“‘to au-
thorize the adoption of a military
working dog by the family of a de-
ceased or seriously wounded member of
the Armed Forces who was the handler
of the dog.” This act may be cited as

the ‘‘Corporal Dustin Lee Memorial
Act.”
Mr. Speaker, 2 years ago, it was

brought to my attention that a family
in Mississippi, Rachel and Jerome Lee,
their son, Dustin, a marine, was killed
in Iraq for this Nation. Also with
Dustin was his dog, Lex, who was
wounded. In fact, the Marine Corps
brought the dog, Lex, to Dustin’s fu-
neral.

Mr. and Mrs. Lee gave their son for
this country, and all they asked of this
Nation was to please let them have
Lex, the dog that their son, Dustin,
loved so much. Well, we all live here in
Washington in a bureaucratic world,
and there is some reason I guess for
that, but the Marine Corps said to the
family that Lex has 2 more years of
service before he can be retired.

I heard about this story, and I called
Mr. and Mrs. Lee in Mississippi. They
told me, Congressman, we understand
that this dog is very important to the
cause of our Nation, but this dog
meant so much to our son that that’s
all we would like to have. Well, I want
to thank General Mike Regner, who I
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called and asked General Regner, is
there any way we can expedite the re-
tirement of Lex? And he said we will do
our best to make this happen.

Well, these dogs that are trained
work magnificently for this country. In
fact, they give their lives many times
to save a service person by seeking out
these IEDs and other explosives. Well,
it took about 3 weeks—that is not a
whole lot of time, it really is not, but
I think in the situation of these dogs,
when the handler is killed for this
country or seriously wounded, that we
should be able to expedite this small
gift to the family.

I will say to my colleagues, I am
going to send a ‘‘Dear Colleague”
around in the next few days that the
Department of Defense has worked
with us on. They support this legisla-
tion, so I hope that my colleagues will
join me, and let’s move this legislation
through the House I hope expedi-
tiously.

Mr. Speaker, this is a photograph
taken by the family. When they got
Lex home, they let Lex remember
Dustin by having his clothes and his
boots that had been returned from
Iraq, and they let Lex remember the
fragrance of their son. Then they took
Lex to the cemetery—this is a rather
large cemetery—and they said to Lex,
Find Dustin, find Dustin. And the dog
ran around the cemetery and then
came up to the headstone. This is the
headstone. It is a picture of their son
Dustin with Lex. Dustin is kneeling
and Lex is sitting there beside him.
Lex came up to this headstone and laid
down beside the headstone.

So with that, Mr. Speaker, I will ask
my colleagues, please join us in H.R.
4639. This is the least we can do for the
family or the wounded individual.

Mr. Speaker, as I always do, I ask
God to please bless our men and women
in uniform. I ask God to please bless
the families of our men and women in
uniform. I ask God, in His loving arms,
to hold the families—like the Lee fam-
ily—who gave a child dying for freedom
in Afghanistan and Iraq. And Mr.
Speaker, I will ask three times from
the bottom of my heart: God please,
God please, God please continue to
bless America.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. McCDERMOTT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

—————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. ING-
LIS) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. INGLIS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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